
Bryant University Student Senate Constitution
(As Amended April 2006)

Table of Contents
Preamble................................................................................................................................................   3
Article I . Name and Purpose................................................................................................................   3 
Sect. 1 Name...........................................................................................................................   3 
Sect. 2 Purpose ........................................................................................................................   3 
Article II. Membership...........................................................................................................................   4

Sect. 1 Description...................................................................................................................   4

Sect. 2 Eligibility and Requirements........................................................................................   4

Article III. Executive Council..............................................................................................................   5

Sect. 1 Executive Duties and Description...............................................................................   5


A. President.............................................................................................................   5


B. Vice President.....................................................................................................   6


C. Speaker of the Council........................................................................................   7


D. Treasurer...........................................................................................................   7


E. Secretary............................................................................................................   8

Sect. 2 Executive Elections...................................................................................................   9

Sect. 3 Executive Term of Office..........................................................................................  10
Article IV. Legislative Body..............................................................................................................  10

Sect. 1. Legislative Duties and Description...........................................................................  11

Sect. 2 Legislative Elections..................................................................................................  11

Sect. 3 Legislative Term of Office.......................................................................................... 12
Article V. Protocol............................................................................................................................  13

Sect. 1. Meetings................................................................................................................... 13

Sect. 2. Voting....................................................................................................................  12

Sect. 3. Quorum...................................................................................................................  14


Sect. 4 Communication Policy...............................................................................................  14  
Article VI. Amendments...................................................................................................................  15
By-Laws............................................................................................................................................  16
Preamble
The Bryant University Student Senate represents the voice and opinion of the student body, and is the governing body for all students and most student organizations and clubs.  The Bryant University Student Senate serves as a channel of communication between the student body and the faculty and administration of the University.  It is comprised of numerous committees to examine the problems and needs of students, and strives to initiate action to meet these needs.  
Article I. Name and Purpose

Section 1.   Name
A. 
The name of this governing body shall be the Bryant University Student Senate.
Section 2.   Purpose
A.   To act as the official representative body of the Bryant University students.
B.   To address all requests, opinions, complaints, and grievances of the student body.
C.   To have the right and responsibility to review the actions of any student organization enforce all Student Senate regulations.
D.   To be responsible for the proper allocation of the student activities fee among official Ways & Means recognized student organizations.
E.    To be responsible for the process of approval and review of the constitutions of all officially recognized student organizations. 
Article II. Membership

Section 1.   Description
A.   The Student Senate follows a three(3) tiered hierarchy with the Student Senate President presiding over the Executive Council with the Executive Council presiding over the Legislative Body.
B. 
The Executive Council shall consist of five(5) members: the President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary, who are elected at large from and by the full-time undergraduate student body of Bryant University, and the Speaker of the Council who is to be elected from and by  the Legislative Body.

C. 
The Legislative Body shall consist of twenty four(24) members, six(6) elected representatives for each class of the full-time undergraduate student body of Bryant University.

D.
Senators with a Student Classification Number (SCN) of: 


1 or 2 shall represent the Freshman Class;



3 or 4 shall represent the Sophomore Class;



5 or 6 shall represent the Junior Class;


And 7 or 8 shall represent the Senior Class.
Section 2.   Eligibility and Requirements
A. 
Candidates for the Executive Council and Legislative Body must be full-time students with a minimum cumulative grade point average of a 2.0.  Freshman, individuals classified with a SCN # of 1 or 2, shall be granted a grace period, if the individual receives lower than a 2.0 G.P.A. in their first semester.  They will receive an eight (8) week exemption to the specified GPA requirement, at which time they must supply mid-semester grades to the Student Senate Advisor.
B.
Upon receiving the mid-semester grades, the advisor is to average the first semester GPA with the mid semester grades.  If the new calculated GPA is higher that or equal to a 2.0 the individual is allowed to remain in the position they posses within the Student Senate.  If the new GPA is lower than a 2.0 the person is immediately removed from their current position, and is not allowed to hold any Student Senate position, Executive or Legislative.

C. 
Each elected member of the Student Senate is to be in good disciplinary standing. 

D.
In order to be eligible to run for any Student Senate position the candidate must be able to serve the full term of office.  

E. 
All questions of eligibility shall be pursued through the Student Senate advisor through the respective University office. 
Article III. Executive Council
Section. 1.   Executive Duties and Description 
A.
President 
i. 
The President shall preside over the Executive Council and The Legislative Body.

ii. 
The President shall act as the formal representative of the student body and to the administration and pass any information between the students and the administration. 




iii. 
The President shall act as the formal representative of the Student Senate to the student body and the administration. 
iv. 
The President shall Act as a liaison between the Student Senate and the Vice President of Student Affairs, meeting regularly and representing the student voice. 

v.  
The President shall serve as a member of the Student Affairs Committee of the Board of Trusties.
vi. 
The President must attend meetings of the Student Presidents Advisory Council (SPAC).  

vii. 
The President shall serve as a voting member of the Ways & Means Committee.

viii. 
The President shall serve as a voting member of the National Alumni Council (NAC).
ix. 
The President shall make appointments to administrative committees as requested by the Office of Student Affairs, pending approval of the Executive Council.   
x. 
The President shall enforce the Constitution.
xi. 
The President shall use Robert Rules of Order as a guideline for conducting Senate meetings.
xii. 
Upon the completion of the Presidents term, the President Emeritus shall serve as a mentor to the newly elected president upon request.  
xiii.
The President shall be a member to the Diversity Council of Champions.
B. Vice President 
i.
The Vice President shall preside over the Executive Council and Legislative Body in the absence of the President, and shall assume all powers of the President.

ii.
The Vice President will assume the office of President in the event that the office is vacated.

iii.
The Vice President shall aid in the formation of new organizations by providing information and guidance in the process of constructing a constitution.  When a constitution is completed the Vice President shall bring forth a motion to the Student Senate to be formally approved. 

iv.
The Vice President shall present current organization’s constitutional alterations before the Student Senate at his/her own discretion.

v.
The Vice President shall inform the student body prior to any constitutional alterations of the Student Senate constitution.

vi.
The Vice President shall serve as a presiding officer of the Student President Advisory Council (SPAC).

vii.
The Vice President shall chair the Constitution Review Board (CRB).
viii.
The Vice President through the CRB shall have the right and responsibility to review and reform any student organization, their constitution, and their adherence to their constitution.   

ix. 
The Vice President shall sit on the Ways and Means committee.  

C. Speaker of the Council 
i.
The Speaker of the Council shall be the member of the Executive Council and the Legislative body.
ii.
The Speaker of the Council shall hold one(1) vote as a member of the Legislative Body.

iii.
The Speaker of the Council shall be responsible for examining all Student Senate committees and keeping an updated file of each committee.
iv.
The Speaker of the Council shall be a liaison between the Executive Council and the Legislative Body.

v.
The Speaker of the Council will be an ex-officio member of all Student Senate committees.

vi.
The Speaker of the Council will assume the office of the Vice President in the event that the office is vacated with a two-thirds(2/3) Legislative Body approval vote.

vii.
The Speaker of the Council will chair the Ad Hoc committee.

viii.
The Speaker of the Council shall be the presiding officer for All-Senate meetings following public Student Senate meetings.
D. Treasurer 

i.
The Treasurer shall handle all financial matters for the Student Senate.

ii.
The Treasurer shall give written reports on any Student Senate financial matters when requested by the President or by a two-thirds(2/3) vote of the Legislative Body.

iii.
The Treasurer shall serve as the chair person of the Way of Means committee.
iv.
The Treasurer, through the Ways and Means Committee shall have the right and responsibility to audit any student organization.  

v.
The Treasurer shall propose the Student Senate budget for the upcoming academic year.

vi.
The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining an inventory of all Student Senate finances.
vii.
The Treasurer shall inform and enforce the stated eligibility requirements for the allocation of Student Senate funds.
viii.
The Treasurer has the ability to freeze student club and organization’s budgets if a representative does not attend required SPAC meetings or treasurer training sessions.
ix.
The Treasurer shall announce the current reserve account balance at every formal Student Senate meeting.

x. The Treasurer shall inform the student body prior to any monetary requests of the Student Senate.

xi.
In conjunction with the office of student activities, the Treasurer shall conduct annual treasurer training sessions.

E. Secretary 
i. 
The Secretary shall keep an updated and public file of the Student Senate meeting minutes.

ii. 
The Secretary shall carry on all correspondence for the Student Senate for any information to and from the faculty and administration and/or the student body. 

iii. 
The Secretary shall be responsible for ordering placards and office supplies in addition to any general Student Senate item when needed in adherence to the available budget.
iv. 
The Secretary shall make an office schedule in which each Legislative Body representative must be appointed at least one hour per week and is responsible for the enforcement of these hours.  The system for the enforcement is at the discretion of the officer. 

v. 
The Secretary shall be responsible for the pick-up and distribution of student organization mail on a regular basis.


Section 2.   Executive Elections
A.
The Executive Council shall appoint an elections committee chairperson(s) to conduct Student Senate elections.  The chairperson(s) shall have the right and responsibility of developing all election rules and procedures not defined by the Student Senate constitution. 
B.
All pertinent information concerning elections shall be published and posted to inform the student body in a timely manner prior to the election
C.
Candidates may only campaign for a period of time designated by the elections committee 


D.
The Executive Council election shall take place within four weeks after Spring Break.

E.
The elections committee shall have the power to change the designated election date if an emergency arises.

F.
An elections committee decision may be overruled by a two-thirds(2/3) majority vote by the Legislative Body.
G.
A candidate for the Student Senate Executive Council must have a petition endorsing his/her candidacy with a minimum of one hundred signatures from the entire full-time undergraduate student body.  

H.
In the Executive Council election the person who receives the highest number of votes for each office shall assume that office.
I.
In the event of a tie in the Executive Council election the candidates involved in the tie shall participate in an additional election in which the results are decided by a simple majority vote of the full-time undergraduate student body. 
J.
In the event that an Executive Council office is vacated, and is not filled through the required procedures a special election will be held within ten (10) days to fill this seat. The candidate for this vacancy must be a member of the Legislative Body and cannot be a second semester senior.  This position must be filled by the second week after the vacancy has been announced.  Only the members of the Legislative Body will vote.

K.
Eligible students, any full-time undergraduate student, wishing to vote must present his or her Bryant University I.D. card before receiving a ballot.
L. 
The Speaker of the Council shall be elected by a simple majority vote from and by the Legislative Body. 
Section 3.   Executive Term of Office
A.
Executive Council officers shall take their seats three(3) weeks after the day of their election.
B.
In the event that an Executive Council member is inexcusably absent for two(2) public Student Senate meetings, the remaining Executive Council members may initiate the impeachment procedure which requires a two-thirds(2/3) majority vote of the Legislative Body.

C.
Impeachment of an Executive Council member for any significant breech of duty can be motioned by any member of the Student Senate resulting in a two-thirds(2/3) vote by the Legislative Body. 
D.
A removal of office hearing shall be held one(1) week following an approved motion of impeachment and removal of office shall become official as a result of a two-thirds(2/3) majority vote by the Legislative Body.  
Article IV. Legislative Body 

Section 1.   Legislative Duties and Description 

A.
Each Legislative Body Representative shall act in accordance with the sworn oath taken at the time of inauguration. 

B.
Each Legislative Body Representative is responsible for attending all formal Student Senate meetings, unless excused by a member of the executive council.

C.
Each Legislative Body Representative shall attend their schedule office hour on a weekly basis unless excused by the Secretary or the President.
D.
An absence will consists of missing a full formal Student Senate meeting or any part of two formal Student Senate meetings.

E.
Each Legislative Body Representative is required to use Robert’s Rules of Order as a guideline to parliamentary procedure; The Student Senate’s revisions to parliamentary procedure will always take precedence over Robert’s Rules.
F.
Each Legislative Body Representative must be active on at least one Senate committee at all times.

G.
Each Legislative Body Representative is responsible for fostering student participation in all Senate related activities.    
Section 2.   Legislative Elections
A.
Elections for the Legislative Body of the Student Senate will be held in the month of April.

B.
The Executive Council shall appoint an elections committee chairperson(s) to conduct Student Senate elections.  The chairperson(s) shall have the right and responsibility of developing all election rules and procedures not defined by the constitution.  

C.
The Elections Committee shall the power to change the designated election date in an emergency arises.

D.
An Elections Committee decision may be overruled by a two-thirds(2/3) majority vote of the Legislative Body. 

E. 
Freshman Class Representatives shall be elected within the first semester of the fall semester and shall be sworn-in at the Student Senate meeting following the election.

F. 
In the Legislative Body elections, the six(6) candidates who individually receive a higher number of votes than other candidates, from each class, shall assume office.

G. 
The six(6) elected representatives shall sequentially assume their seats in respect to the number of votes received. 

H.  
In the event of a tie in a Legislative Body election, the candidates involved in tie shall participate in an additional election in which the results are decided by a simple majority vote of the full-time undergraduate student body members in the class the coincides with the candidates.  

I.  
A candidate for the Student Senate Legislative Body must have a petition endorsing his/her candidacy with a minimum of one hundred signatures from their respective full-time undergraduate class.  
J. 
All pertinent information concerning elections shall be published and posted to inform the student body in a timely manner prior to the election.

K. 
Eligible students, any full-time undergraduate student, wishing to vote must present his or her Bryant University I.D. card before receiving a ballot.
L. 
A student running for a Legislative Body position is eligible for the class seat in which he/she will be classified by in the beginning of the fall semester of the upcoming year.  

M. 
Any student studying abroad during the election process shall have the opportunity to run for a Legislative Body position for the upcoming fall semester.  An on-campus appointee must be delegated by the candidate to assume all responsibilities pertaining to the election process.  

N. 
Voting shall be for Representatives within the constituents respective SCN range. 

Section 3.   Legislative Term of Office
A.
Elected Legislative Body representatives shall take their seats one week after the newly elected Executive Council has taken office.

B.
In the event that a Legislative Body member is inexcusably absent for two Senate meetings, the Executive Council members may initiate the impeachment process which requires a two-third majority vote of the remaining Legislative Body members.  

C.
Impeachment of a Legislative Body member for any significant breech of duty, can be motioned by any member of the Student Senate resulting in a two-third(2/3) vote by the Legislative Body.  

D.
A removal of office hearing shall be held one week following an approved motion for impeachment and removal of office shall become effective as a result of a two-third (2/3) majority vote by the Legislative Body. 
Article V. Protocol

Section 1.   Meetings
A.
There shall be weekly Student Senate meetings that shall be open to the public.

B.
Private All-Senate meetings shall follow public meetings as called by the Speaker of the Council.  

C.
A weekly meeting of the Executive Council shall be presided over by the Student Senate President.

D.
The Legislative Body shall meet at the discretion of the Executive Council.

E.
The Executive Council shall meet at the call of the Legislative Body by a two-third majority vote.

F.
The Legislative Body shall mandate a meeting with the Student Senate President with a two–third(2/3)majority vote.  


G.
The Speaker of the Council shall meet at the call of the Legislative Body by a simple majority vote.

H. 
All Legislative Body meetings shall be open to the student body at all times except when deemed necessary by the presiding officer or a two-third (2/3) majority vote of the Legislative Body.  

Section 2.   Voting
A. 
Any voting process taking place in a public Student Senate meeting must be done in a public manner, i.e. roll call, show of hands, voice, placard, or ballot at the discretion of the presiding officer. 

B.
A ballot vote involves a representative writing his/her name on a piece of paper with his/her vote and each paper must be available for public viewing. 

C.
Any form of non-public voting at a public Student Senate meeting is prohibited.

D.
The decision as to the type of voting process may be overruled by a two-third majority vote by the Legislative Body.
Section 3.   Quorum 
A.
Two-thirds of the Legislative Body shall constitute a quorum.

B.
A quorum is necessary to conduct a Student Senate meeting. 

Section 4. Communication Policy
A.
The Executive Board shall be responsible for any official public statements (non-written) on behalf of the Student Senate.

B.
The drafting of any official opinions or memorandum (written) of the Student Senate will be the responsibility of the Executive Board or their designee.

C. 
Before distribution, these documents require approval by a simple majority vote of the Student Senate.

i. 
When making a decision on a contested issue, a simple majority vote during an All-Senate meeting will represent the opinion of the Student Senate.

ii. 
While the minority of the Student Senate may disagree, it shall be required the majority views as the view of the Student Senate.

D.
If at any time the Student Senate denies a formal motion for a constitution, budget or special request, or votes to formally change the existence or structure of an organization, the Executive Council shall draft a letter of explanation to be given to the organization representative.

E.
Charges of impeachment may be brought for any gross violations of the Student Senate’s communication policy.  
Article VI. Amendments

Section 1. Provisions for Amendments

A.
This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Legislative Body representatives.

B.
Proposed amendments to this constitution and/or the By-Laws shall be sent to the Secretary of the Executive Council.

C.
The Secretary of the Executive Council shall notify the Student Senate at lease one week prior to the proposed amendment in writing before the process of voting.  

D.
Amendments made to this constitution shall be available for public view one(1) week prior to the meeting of voting.  

E.   The Constitutional Review Board (CRB) shall oversee all significant amendments to the constitutions of the student organizations funded by the Ways and Means committee.  Amendments will be submitted to the Vice President of the Student Senate and will come before the Student Senate for approval.  

Student Senate By-Laws

I. Committees

A. All committees are standing committees for the term specified by the Executive Council.
B. The chairperson of each committee must be a Senator appointed by the Executive Council.
C. Committee members may be Senators, students-at-large, faculty, or administrators at the discretion of the chairperson.
D. Committee reports shall be completed and turned into the Speaker of the Council:
1. A report in some form is due at the discretion of the Speaker of the Council.
2. Late reports shall be dealt with at the discretion of the Speaker of the Coucnil.
3. Floating committees are exempt from the committee reports rules the semester they are inactive.

E. A final report shall be handed in at the end of the chairperson’s term of office and shall be compiled with the existing Train-Me Packets.
F. Members of the Executive Council, Legislative Body, or committee members may request committee reports.

G. Committee chairpersons shall actively seek out members of the Bryant Community to be involved in committee work.

H. The Executive Council may appoint committee co-chairs when it deems necessary.
I. Exceptions to the above will be specified under the individual committee charges.
J. The Executive Council has the power to overrule any committee decisions with a simple majority vote by the Legislative Body.
I. General Rules Concerning Senate Committees

A. All Senators have the right to be on all committees in the capacity of a member, at the option of the chairperson of said committee.
B. The President is an ex-officio member of every committee.

C. The Speaker of the Council is an ex-officio member of every committee.

D. It is the duty of the committee chairperson to keep accurate, up-to-date records of all committee work including committee meetings.  Dates, times, location of committee meetings will be announced on a regular basis at Senate meetings during the appropriately designated times.

E. A temporary committee has a maximum life of one year.

1. The decision of the Executive Council or a two-thirds majority vote of the Legislative Branch may change a temporary committee to a standing committee.
F. Committees are designed to investigate and recommend actions for the student body: 

1. All committees must consult with the Executive Council before instituting any recommendation or actions to the Legislative Body.
G. The Speaker of the Council is responsible for the delivering the status report of all activities in each Student Senate committee to the Executive Council.
1. Committee chairperson(s) shall be cooperative in keeping the Speaker of the Council informed.
H. Each committee should prepare a final written report inclusive of all past activity.  The report shall include but is not limited too:

1. All members who were on the committee during the past year, including the name(s) of chairperson(s).
2. Outline of Actions taken during the past year.

3. Final recommendations to the Senate.
4. The reports shall be catalogued into the previously created Train-Me Packets and shall be completed by the time the new Representatives assume their positions. 
I. The final committee report is due on the last Senate meeting at the end of Representatives’ term of office.

J. In the event the chairperson fails to comply with rules governing the Student Senate Committees, he/she will be subject to removal by the Executive Council.

II. Committee Charges

A. Athletics

1. To monitor and investigate the athletic issues and concerns and to make recommendations to the Student Senate in regards to these issues and concerns.

2. To identify student varsity and club sport athlete needs and make recommendations through the proper channels to satisfy these needs.

3. To meet with the Athletics Director and/or Club Sport Advisor on a regular basis, to discuss issues and concerns.

4. To promote school spirit.

5. Responsible for any other type of publicity to encourage student support and awareness of Bryant University athletics.

B. Bryant Center Operations Committee

1. To monitor and investigate the Bryant Center Operations and make recommendations to the Student Senate and the Bryant Center Director.

2. To identify student needs in regards to the Bryant Center and make recommendations through the proper channels to satisfy these needs.

3. To meet with Bryant Center Management on a regular basis, to discuss issues and concerns.

C. Chronicle

1. Responsible for organizing and coordinating the production of the Chronicle, a Student Senate publication.
2. To coordinate the distribution of the Chronicle to the student body.
D. Community Service

1. Responsible for organizing and coordinating Student Senate sponsored community service events and efforts.

2. To develop a sense of unity and Student Senate identification through the use of community service.
3. To work with other groups in the Bryant University community to encourage community service involvement.

4. To coordinate the Senior Citizens Prom each spring.

                          E.    Diversity

                                        1.    Responsible for handling issues with diversity involving the student           


 body.

2. To be a standing member of the Diversity Council of Champions.

3. To be a standing member of the Bias-Related Incident Committee at the discretion of the committee itself. 
F.    Elections

1. The elections committee is designed to set-up the procedures and to carry out the work that is involved for all elections of the Student Senate.
2. This committee will become active in the months of August through September for freshmen elections, and the months of February through April for Executive Council and Upper-class Representative elections.

3. The committee will be responsible for filling any vacancy of a Senator’s seat.  The opportunity to fill this vacated seat will be open to any member of the full-time undergraduate student body.
4. The chairperson(s) and the Executive Council shall choose exact days of submitting nomination papers, campaigning and voting, provided that they comply with the constitution.

5. The committee shall see that each candidate complies with the Poster, Paint and Sign Policy.

6. The committee is responsible for a minimum of one written report per election.

7. Only Senators shall be collecting ballots at voting stations.

8. Persons involved may demand a recount if the vote is within twenty-five votes.  Request to recount must be directed to the Election Chairperson(s) within twenty-four hours of when results are announced.
9. The chairperson may hold speeches for Executive Council and/or Legislative Body if they deem it necessary for elections.  
E. Faculty Liaison Academic Committee
1. To keep the lines of communication open between the faculty and the student body.

2. To investigate new and already defined programs of the University.

3. To identify student academic needs and make recommendations through the proper channels to satisfy these needs

4. To monitor and investigate the Bello Center and make recommendations to the Student Senate and the Bello Center.

5. To identify student needs about the Bello Center and make recommendations through the proper channels to satisfy these needs.
6. To be a standing member of the Library Committee.  

F. Facilitates Management 

1. Shall act as the Student Senate liaison between the student body and   the department of Facilities Management.

G. Food Operations

1. To monitor and investigate the University’s food service and to make recommendations to the Student Senate and Food Operators.

2. To investigate other food operations and make sure that these operations are comparable in quality, service, and price.

3. To monitor and investigate the dining service facilities and make recommendations to the Student Senate and the Food Operators.

4. To identify student needs about the dining services and make recommendations through the proper channels to satisfy these needs.

5. To meet with the Food Service provider on a regular basis, to discuss issues and concerns.

6. Membership should include membership of the Food Service Corporation contracted by Bryant University.
H. Forums 

1. Shall coordinate and conduct a public forum when deemed necessary by the Student Senate.

2. Shall invited the necessary faculty member concerning the specific topic of discussion.

3. Shall inform the student body of the event using the appropriate procedures. 

I. Freshman Class

1. To develop unity and class identification in the Freshman Class.

2. To sponsor fund-raisers to defray costs for future activities.

3. The Chairperson will be a Freshman Class Representative.

4. Membership shall include all six Freshman Representatives.

J. Health Advisory 

1. Shall act as the Student Senate liaison between the student body and health services.

2. Shall respond to student concerns concerning health. 

K. Historian

1. To keep an accurate record of all Student Senate news, publications, and pictures appearing in the Archway or elsewhere.

2. To take photos at all Student Senate-related events and compile them into a pictorial record.

L. Information Technology

1. To monitor and investigate the Information Technology Department and make recommendations to the Student Senate and IT Office.
2. To identify student technological needs on the Bryant University campus and make recommendations through the proper channels to satisfy these needs.

3. To meet with the Information Technology Department on a regular basis to discuss issues and concerns.

4. To coordinate and make recommendations from the annual Television Survey administered to all residential students 

M. Junior Class

1. To develop unity and class identification in the Junior Class.

2. To sponsor fund-raisers to defray costs of future activities.

3. The Chairperson will be a Junior Class Representative.

4. Membership shall include all six Junior Representatives.

N. Parliamentarian 

1. Shall be responsible for regulating the use of Robert’s Rules in formal Student Senate meetings.

2. Shall be responsible for informing the Student Senate of proper procedures being used as well as informing the audience at formal Student Senate meetings. 

O. Public Relations

1. The committee will be responsible for keeping the students aware of Student Senate activities through existing media.

2. The committee shall be responsible for writing and editing a Student Senate publication.

3. To project the Student Senate image and mission to the student body.
4. Responsible for any other type of publicity to encourage student involvement and awareness.

5. The committee shall be the Webmaster of the Student Senate web site.

P. Public Safety

1. To monitor and investigate the Public Safety Department and make recommendations to the Student Senate and Public Safety

2. To identify student safety needs on the Bryant University campus and make recommendations through the proper channels to satisfy these needs.

3. To meet with the Public Safety Department on a regular basis to discuss issues and concerns.
4. To be a standing member of the Campus Safety Committee. 
Q. Residential Living (Housing)

1. To monitor and investigate the housing issues and concerns and to make recommendations to the Student Senate.

2. To keep the lines of communication open between the Office of Resident Life and the Student Body.

3. To identify student-housing needs and make recommendations through proper channels to satisfy these needs.

4. To be a and active member in the housing sign-up process held in the Spring.
5. To be a standing member of the Housing Sign-Up Committee.
R. Senior Class

1. To be responsible for, but not limited to, organization, planning, and implementation of Senior Class activities.

2. To develop unity and class identification in the Senior Class.

3. To sponsor fundraisers to defray the expenses of class activities.
4. The Chairperson will be a Senior Representative.
5. All Senators will actively participate in conjunction with Student Affairs and Student Activities in any programs relating to the Senior Class.
S. Senior Class Gift
                                1.    Shall be a Student Senate representative on the Development Office 

   Committee.
T. Senior Service Award

1. To survey and select deserving students of the graduating class whom, in the eyes of the committee, should be recognized for their outstanding service to the student body of Bryant University.

2. Nominees will be solicited and accepted in written form from individuals, and all groups, clubs, and organizations on campus.

3. The issuance of these awards shall be recognized as an addition to, not in lieu of, Commencement Awards Policy, and will be given during the commencement ceremony.

4. There will be six awards presented.

5. The membership of the committee will consist of; one senator Representative serving as chair, one Representative from each class, two students at large (non-graduating seniors), and two faculty and/or administrators and will decide on the recipients based on nominations.

6. This committee will be active during the Spring Semester and end once the six recipients are selected.
U. Special Olympics

1. The chairperson will chiefly act as liaison between the Northern Rhode Island Special Olympics Games and the Student Senate.

2. The chairperson shall be responsible for administering applications for the director positions of the games as well as the core positions. 

3. The chairperson will help with the scheduling and coordination of the Northern Rhode Island Special Olympics Incorporated, Bryant University Administration and the Bryant University Student Senate.

4. Northern Rhode Island Special Olympics Chairpersons Executive Board and all Special Olympic Chair Persons must adhere to all the requirements stated in the Northern Rhode Island Special Olympic “Guidelines Book”.

V. Sophomore Class 

1. To develop unity and class identification in the Sophomore Class.

2. To sponsor fund-raisers to defray costs of future activities.

3. The Chairperson will be a Sophomore Class Representative.

4. Membership shall include all six Sophomore Representatives.
Constitution Review Board Charge

A. The Constitution Review Board shall be comprised of the Student Senate President,   Student Senate Vice President, Student Senate Treasurer, and a number of senators, students at large, and faculty advisors at the discretion of the Student Senate Vice President. 

B. The purpose of the Constitution Review Board is to review all student organizations’ constitutions and mandate resolutions which will be approved by the Student Senate by a simple majority vote.  Resolutions pertain but are not limited to:

a. Updating and revising existing constitutions of student organizations. 

b. Restructuring of student organizations.

c. Monitoring the stated purpose of a student organization and ensuring that this purpose is being upheld in compliance with the University policies.  

C. The Constitution Review Board shall be responsible for the review of proposed constitutions before they are brought before the Student Senate to be voted on.  

Formal Student Senate Meeting Format
III. Order of Business

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Executive Council Reports

A. President

B. Vice President

C. Speaker of the Council

D. Treasurer

E. Secretary

4. Committee Reports

5. Old Business

6. Informal New Business

7. Formal New Business

8. Announcements

9. Call for Adjournment

IV. Non-Senators Speaking at Meetings

1. Any member of the Bryant University student body, faculty, or administration may speak during a meeting when recognized by the presiding officer.  They also must stand and state their name and position.  

V. Meetings of the Student Senate

1. Regular meetings of Student Senate are held each Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. in the room assigned and posted by the secretary.

2. Committees shall meet regularly at the call of the Chairperson or by the request of two-thirds of the committee.

3. Meeting notice should be given at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

VI. Special Rules

1. The Executive Council is responsible for appointing a Senator to the following position:

A. Parliamentarian

2. The President is responsible for appointing students to University Committees.

II. Methods of Amendments

1. These by-laws may be amended by a two-third cote of the Representatives present and voting.

2. Proposed amendments to these by-laws shall be sent to the Secretary.

3. The Secretary shall notify each Senator of the proposed amendment in writing at least one week prior to the proposed time of voting.
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